The Need for Systematic Heart Study.
It is a curious trait of the human mind to attribute the causation of events whose nature is not understood to malignant agencies. From To appreciate fully the real nature of heart irregularities the method by which the movements of the heart are carried out should be fully comprehended. Gaskell has demonstrated that the heart muscle fibres possess functions peculiar to themselves. They have the power of creating material capable of producing a stimulus (rhythmicity) the power of becoming susceptible to any stimulus (excitability) the power of conveying the stimulus from fibre to fibre (conductivity), the power of responding to the stimulus by contraction (contractility), and the power of maintaining that slight contraction called tone (tonicity). These five functions are all inherent in the muscle fibres, and can be exercised independently of any nervous stimulation, although nerve action has undoubtedly a modifying effect on them.
In the process of a contraction of the heart all these 'functions are exercised. 
